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My family and I have been part of The First Tee of Miami 
since 2013. One of our friends recommended this program 
for our son Matthew and it only took one day to fall in love 
with the people, the facilities, and the game of golf. 

I am a very involved mom, always volunteering with the 
PTA at school. Here, we found an open-door policy where 
volunteering was not only encouraged, but needed. Both 
my husband and I are now First Tee Coaches in Training, 
we keep volunteering every Saturday and enjoy every 
minute of our experience teaching beginner golfers the 
fundamentals of the game. As parents, we have seen the 
tremendous impact that The First Tee has made in our son, 
Matthew. He came here as a small boy. Now he is growing 

into a very respectful, loving, and amazing young man. We 
owe this program so much. 

For us, Melreese International Links is our second home, 
and we are very proud of being part of The First Tee Family. 
Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to give back 
to the community, and 
for providing such a great 
environment for our son 
and young golfers in Miami. 

Love, Kate Tobon.

Jamila Gowdy’s
parent statement

I am happy and 
grateful to share my 
perspective on how 
First Tee of Miami’s 

Golf programs have impacted our 
family and the local community. 

My daughter, Jamila Gowdy, begin 
attending First Tee programs as a ninth 
grader in high school. She played on 
the golf team and she was looking for 
some expert golf training to improve 
her game. So far, she is the only person 
in our family that plays golf. We have 
become a golf family because First Tee 
of Miami taught us the golf life. And 
what Jamila discovered at First Tee of 
Miami was the whole kit-n-caboodle of 
golf from A-to-Z!

Friendship - She met other high school 
golfers ranging from beginners to 

number one in the state players. Jamila 
made friends for life with a few of the 
players and coaches. All of the staff from 
the Greens, equipment, the pro shop, to 
the café welcomed us. Right away our 
family felt at home at First Tee because 
were with young golfers, families and 
staff that were just like us. 

Expert instruction – At First Tee coaches 
take kids like Jamila under their wings 
and mentor them fostering discipline 
as well as self-assurance. I could name 
each First Tee coach and how they 
helped her with her swing, her grip, the 
right clubs, and so much more. First Tee 
gave Jamila her first golf course “home”. 

Status – Jamila was often asked, “What 
is your home course?” and when she 
responded, First Tee at Melreese, 
people were impressed and Jamila felt 
proud. Through First Tee volunteering, 
she worked at several tournaments at 
the Doral Golf course at the Cadillac 

Open as well as the Publix sponsored 
tournaments. The home tournaments at 
First Tee exposed Jamila to the business 
and service of golfing. 

Academic excellence – First Tee made 
it possible for Jamila to benefit from 
Saturday and after school tutoring free 
of charge. There was an expectation 
of educational excellence to the point 
where an incredible CAP counselor 
from a local private school helped her 
perfect her college essay. That alone is 
worth its weight in golf balls. 

As parents we want our children to 
associate with friends that have similar 
values like good grades in school, 
disciplined, obedient and coachable. 
And that is exactly what you will find 
with the children who participate in 
First Tee programs. It was First Tee 
where our family became a golf family 
and for welcoming us. 

SLAM Charter School opened five years 
ago and the First Tee of Miami was one 
of the school’s first partners.  

They have been instrumental in 
providing opportunities to our student-
athletes, who financially would have 
never had the resources to participate 
in golf.   The First Tee has allowed other 
students in our school to participate 
in events and become active members 
of the community, which is critical to 
the educational process.  As I began 
to see how the First Tee instilled its 
core values on our students, while 

participating in a sport, I immediately 
inquired about enrolling my daughters 
in their program.  

The following year, I enrolled my 2 
oldest daughters and they have been 
participating ever since.  Although I live 
in the north end of town, my daughters 
enjoy the program so much that they 
insist on driving down to be part of this 
first-class organization.  The instruction 
they receive is very good, the facilities 
are great, and the educational values 
components is essential.  These aspects 
make this program successful but what 

makes it truly special is the staff.  For the 
first time as a parent, I felt comfortable 
enough to leave my children alone 
with someone else, other than family.  
The truth is that the First Tee is an 
extension of our family now.  Thank you 
for all your hard work and dedication to 
all the youth you serve.

Rey Breto
Vice Principal
Sports Leadership
and Management
Charter School


