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MIAMI, FLORIDA—Charlie DeLucca, Jr., a long-time golf 
professional in South Florida and a strong proponent of junior 
golf in the state, is the inaugural recipient of the Platinum 
Performance Award presented by PGA TOUR Latinoamérica. 
Jack Warfield, President of PGA TOUR Latinoamérica, 
bestowed the award at a ceremony following the conclusion 
of the Tour’s season-ending Shell Championship. 

The Platinum Performance Award is designed to memorialize 
Peru’s Dr. Humberto Berger, a long-time proponent of golf 
in Latin America, who died earlier this year. The Platinum 
Performance Award recognizes those who support and help 
grow golf in places where PGA TOUR Latinoamérica plays.

DeLucca is President/Secretary of DeLucca Enterprises, which 
manages and operates Melreese Country Club/International 
Links Miami, host site of the Shell Championship. 

A veteran of the United States Navy, following his honorable 
discharge from the military in 1962, DeLucca became the 
youngest head PGA 
professional in the 
United States, at age 21, 
at Miami Lakes Inn and 
Country Club. Since then, 
DeLucca has maintained 
a consistent presence in 
South Florida golf circles, 
with a particular emphasis 
on junior golf instruction,  
beginning formally in 
1964 with the creation of 
the Dade Amateur Golf 
Association. 

During his illustrious 
career, Delucca has also 
served on the Board of 
Directors of the Amputee 
Education Foundation, 
which provides sports-
related opportunities for 
the physically impaired. 
He was also an Advisory 
Board member of Miami’s 
Midnight Basketball 

League that afforded at-risk kids a viable and productive 
night-time activity. Melreese Country Club/International 
Links Miami is home to The First Tee of Miami.

In 2002, DeLucca became a member of the Florida Junior Golf 
Council at the same time he conceived the idea for the Florida 
license plate emblazoned with the words “Golf Capital of the 
World,” championing that bill’s passage into law through the 
state legislature. Proceeds of the sale of the plate benefits 
junior golf foundations throughout Florida.

“Charlie’s reputation and his passion for youth golf is second 
to none. His relationships with city, county and state leaders 
about what their commitment to the youth of Florida should 
be is what has always impressed me about Charlie,” said 
Warfield. “What strikes most people when they meet Charlie, 
myself included, is his passion for The First Tee. What he does 
to keep The First Tee strong and vibrant for the kids who 
come through the program is unparalleled in Florida. He is 
just a great friend of the game.”
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