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In January of 2013, the First Tee 
Learning Center was established and 
supported by the City and the Sports 
and Exhibition Authority. This allowed 
us to provide additional and full time 
inclusive after school and summer 
programs, offering tutoring assistance 
to all students including at risk and 
disabled students.

Our dedicated staff and mentors teach 
core values, life skills and health and 
wellness. We also teach students how to 
generalize these lessons and habits into 
daily living. As a result, our programs 
have a positive impact on thousands of 
children and young adults.

The First Tee Learning center offers 
many opportunities for youth 
development. Academically, we have 
strong teaching and outcome elements. 

Our comprehensive academic preparation 
has resulted in 100% successful college 
acceptance for all 73 graduates over the 
past 4 years.

Our beautiful golf course is unparalleled 
among municipal and public courses and 
exceeds many in the private club domain. 
Because of your substantial investment 
and our outstanding grounds keeping, 
International Links - Melreese Country 
Club is in high demand to host events at 
every level. Millions of dollars are raised 
each year by various community groups 
sponsoring golf outings and utilizing our 
facilities, amenities and our restaurant.

These community events create funding 
for many charitable organizations 
that provide an array of services to 
our residents. Most notable are The 
City of Miami Golf Classic, benefiting 
the Sandra DeLucca Center, the City 
Managers Tournament, benefiting 
“Do the Right Thing”, and the Eric 
Compton Tournament benefiting Organ 
Transplants. 

Almost $2.5 million has been raised 
over the past three years here at 
International Links - Melreese Country 
Club for charitable causes.

Because of the expertise and wealth 
of experience contained here at 
International Links - Melreese Country 
Club, we are administering additional 
programs in several different segments 
of the industry, including professional 
development. We are offering Rules 
Clinics for adults in conjunction with 
the Florida State Golf Association. 
These clinics allow local community and 
business leaders to enhance their rules 
and operations knowledge and assist in
the growth of the game.

We have also developed a winter, spring, 
and summer golf competition, which 
allow our juniors to compete year-round. 
In addition to the tournaments, we have 
branched out into the communities and 
have replicated our program on two 
additional sites, operating two program 
locations in Doral and the Redlands.

We have also expanded our SNAG 
program (starting new at golf) from 
public school participants (70,000) to
private and charter schools.

We are proud to have created the 
first “Get Fit” program for special 
needs adults providing them the 
opportunity to develop their physical 
skills while creating self-sufficiency 
and socialization skills, on and off 
the golf course. In addition, we have 
also introduced an internationally 
recognized program from Argentina, 
developed by Nora Goldfinger, called 
Heme Aqui which uses music and dance 
movement to teach golf to non-verbal 
and special needs individuals.

We are proud of our numerous and 
diverse programs but are especially 
proud of our special program for our 
veterans. The HOPE project uses golf 

to assist our injured war veterans in 
the challenges they face with ordinary 
assimilation, back into normal life. 
We provide augmentative technology 
to overcome their physical issues 
and provide a positive, supportive 
atmosphere for social receptivity and
rehabilitation.

We also offer two levels of programming 
strictly for girls: Girls Golf of Miami, 
which is an LPGA sponsored event 
allowing young girls to become exposed 
to the game of golf at an introductory 
level. As the young ladies progress and 
mature they move into the Drive for 
Excellence program sponsored by the 
Orange Bowl Committee, which further 
develops skills and incorporates a focus 
on academic achievement and time 
management to ensure success.

Also throughout the year, Thursday 
through Sunday our First Tee clinics are 
offered to kids at all skill levels. Each 
clinic provides curriculum on core life 
values with healthy habits embedded 
in the instruction. A special component 
of the clinic introduces mentors that 
enlighten and motivate our students 
with their life-success stories and 
strategies.

We are most proud of the Charlie 
DeLucca School of Golf. The school, 
under the direction of Charlie DeLucca 
III runs every summer for 10 weeks. 
During that time, all aspects of The 
First Tee are woven into a positive 
reinforcement of physical and social 
skills with academics emphasized and 
awards given for outstanding efforts 
and achievements weekly.

In conclusion, The First Tee Miami 
at Melreese Country Club has given 
a great deal back to this community. 
Without the support of The City of 
Miami our success would be limited. 
Your consistent favorable consideration 
is greatly appreciated. God bless you all!
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